[Clinical aspects, follow-up and results of cataract extraction in uveitis].
Over a 5-year period, a consecutive series of 52 eyes in 46 patients with uveitis underwent extracapsular cataract extraction. Twenty-eight of these cases received a posterior chamber intraocular lens (IOL). During an average follow-up of 25 months (range 7 to 58 months) 71% of eyes receiving an IOL achieved postoperatively a visual acuity of 0.5 or better; 54% of aphakic eyes reached this level. Persistent cystoid macular edema limited the visual improvement to 20/200 in 6 patients; none of the patients developed cystoid macular edema postoperatively on clinical observation. Intraocular hypertension occurred postoperatively in 12 eyes, but was limited to a 4-week postoperative period in 9 cases. YAG laser capsulotomy was performed in 2 eyes with opacification of the posterior lens capsule without any further complications. The results suggest that uveitis patients benefit from cataract extraction and in selected cases can tolerate IOL implantation without major complications.